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Recent trends in regulation in 

Occupational Health Safety and 

Environment
 In the OSHE field recent decades have seen a 

trend towards increased regulation  - against a 

broader trend of broader  economic 

deregulation in many countries 

Why? 

 awareness on the issues such as occupational 

disease risks from toxic exposures is rising 

 Workers and consumers demand more protection 

and raise the alarm 

 Increased focus on protecting the environment

 For asbestos - the long term health, environmental 

and economic cost of the continued use of 

asbestos containing materials recognised by policy 

makers 



Recent trends in regulation in 

Occupational Health Safety and 

Environment – Asbestos bans on 

import and use

Regional Disparities in Asbestos 
Regulation and bans

 Global trend to regulate 

toxic substances such as 

chrysotile asbestos

 84% of Europe banned 

import and use all types of 

asbestos including all 27 EU

 25% Africa and Middle East

 Just 14% of Pacific so far (3 

countries) 



Why do workers need 

protection from ACM?
 Asbestos is responsible  for over 50% of all 

occupational related cancers and 

deaths 

 Each year 209,000 -220,000 deaths 
occupationally from asbestos (lung caner 

mesothelioma, asbestosis, ovarian and larynx cancer) 

 No safe threshold of exposure

 Workers at risk in the Pacific include in 

construction, demolition, transport, waste disposal, 
emergency services, power and those working in 
buildings containing old ACM

 It’s a Silent killer takes many years to develop



Why do workers need 

protection from ACM?

 Preventing exposure the 

only protection against asbestos 

disease

 Without government 

regulation, companies will 

not necessarily take into account 

the full long term impact of their 

actions on the health of workers 
and the community and the 

environment



Why do workers and 

community need protection 

from ACM?
Workers not aware of the risk in these types of 

products

 fibro cement roofing and sheeting for walls, tiles 

 Friction products like brake and clutch pads 

 Insulation products



Why do workers need 

protection from ACM?

There is NO safe use of asbestos. There is a risk for 

workers and community  of exposure to asbestos 

fibre when asbestos materials in buildings etc are: 

 old and / or degrading (friable)

 cut

 drilled into

 re-used for other purpose 

 Transported unsafely

 Removed unsafely

 Disposed off unsafely



Protecting workers health in the 

Pacific from asbestos related 

diseases

Priority enforceable specific 

regulations and Codes to: 

 initiate national bans on import of 

new asbestos and ACM 

 Facilitate safe removal and 

disposal 

 Place duties on employers in 

protecting workers including 

training, identification and registers




